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Deay Sirt | ' Atténtion' Garl ¢. flar\isn, Tr,

‘Opinion Ro. O«l 65
Bpt “The authorit; FAthe, State

d August lll-g
by dhis

o Ibur raquast ror .opin¥on dat
has been received and considepsd
" quote from your letter of re

- "his dopartment, tho Tokxhs 3
-of Dantel Examiners,. ht gaeived a
- Cashiert's Gheck : ' -
Board of Dental/ Zxg -
$10.00 to be ppl ed X hnpdal reglge
yeara. Under
, vil\Statutes, 1925, .
as amsnded, i is provided thyd all practi- :

. glonerg . qust

: ch year, neoessarily :
8003 rggiq r2tion fall within the poriod

. for 19L will dt be prepared until the latter
part of the present year, -

" "Should this office. aooepe auch udvance
-payment and credit- the payorts aoccount for
* the ensuing five years or return same asking
that it be sent in each year?

®In explenation of the above, I would like
to state that the above referred to praoticioner
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is entering the army and wishes to maintein
his liocense in good standing and may not be
- able to make suoch payments while in the ser.-
vice of his country becauss of many factors
which are well known."

Article 4550, Vernon's Civil Statutes of Texas,

*l. It shall de the Auty of all per-
#ons now lawfully qualified and engeged in
the practice of dontiatr{ in this State, or
who shall hereafter be llcensed for such
practioce by the State Board of lLental Examin-
oers to be registered as such practitioners
with the State Board of Pental Examiners with-
in sixty (60} daye after the effeotive date
of this Chapter, and thereafter i 6
[ 8 me . N & . B

firat day of January « Baoh person s
registering shall pay in conneotion with suoh
annuel registration for the reoceipt herein-
after provided for a fee of Two (;2.00) Dol~
lars, such payment to be made to sald State
Board of Dental Examiners, Every peraom so
registering shall file with s&id Boerd a
written application setting forth his name,
his pest office address, the ocounty or coun~
ties in whioh his certifidate to praoctioce
dentistry has been reglstered, and the place
or places where he is engaged in praoticing
dentistry, and the number and Gate of his
license certificate. Upon the receipt of
such appliocation, socompanied by such fee,
said Board, after ascertaining either from
its records or other sourves desmed by it to
be reliable, that the applicamt is & duly
licensed praoctitioner of densiatry in this
State, ahall issue to the applicant an annual
registration receipt certifying that he has
riled such application sand hag paid the re~
quired fee; . . " {(Emphesis ours)

It is our understanding thet the practitioner men.-
tioned in ycur letter intended that you receive the cashier's
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check for $10.00 as- obmpliance with the above quoted artie
ole for the next five years. The requirement that each-
practitioner "register 4in like manner amually" would seem
to preclude rogietrations for more than one year. More« -
- over in providing for the annual registration of dentlets,

- it was the obvisusg fntentlon of ths lLezislature snauaily

. to secure detsiled information concerning the whercabouts

of the practlitiorer, the scope of his practice and the
location thoreof, a8 well es to secure payment of the annual
registration fée. To allow lump sum payments to be made in .
lien of future registrations would be entirely to disregard
the primaxy purposes, behind this legielation. A _

© kxticle 55505, Yornonts C1vll Statutea or Texas,
further providas'é;-.. Dl

- ‘"3, A1) annnal registraticn fees 00alect-
ed by the State Board of Dental Exa“inara under
this Aot ‘shell be placed in tbp State Treasury,
every thirty deys es collectéd, to the Credit

... of a speoial fund to be knotn &s the !'Dental
' Rﬁfistratian Fund,' and all expenditures from
s fund shall b2 on order of the State Boerd

of Pental Examiners on warrants issued by the .
State Comptroller for the purposes and in the . -
.amounts fixed by tho legislaturs in the gen~

. eral appropriations bdills., On August 31 of -
each ycar all money in excess of Ten Thousand .
($10,000.00} Dollars remaining in s2id 'Dental
,Registration Fund! shall revert to the General

"'Revenua Fund in the State Tre&aury.

S To accept this check and depoait 1t in the Dental
Registration Fund for the current yeer would be urduly 4o
$nflate the fund for the ocurrent year with & resulting de-

rlation for the next four years and (o occasion reverse
disproportions in the annual anounts reverting to the Gene
eral Revenua Fund. , o

‘The alternativa mode or handling this natter - to
aeposit 42,00 3in the Dental Registration ¥apd for the cure
ront year and to hold the remainder for future years - 1g
oomplicated by the fact that nowhere in the statutes oreat-
ing the Boord of Dental Zxaminers and dsfining its dutlies
4s the Board ompowered to azsume the duties of a quasi-trustee
. which such treatment would ontail, Until the unexpended
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portion of the check was credited to the Dental Regiatration
Fund, the practiticner wonld remin the beneficisl owner of
such portion., Since the State Treasurer is. forbidden to
*koep or receive into the building, safes .oxr vaults of the
Treasury any money . .+ « telonging to any individual except .
-~ 4n.cases oxpressly nrovided for by lew® (Article 4374, Ver~
nonis Civil Statutes of Texas, and Article 93, Veraon's :
Penal Code of Texas), the Board could not follow its usual
practice. of &epositing all funds Teseived by it with the
- -State Treasurer, and the Dumrd is novhers authorized to main- -
‘ tai.n deposits apart frcm those in the Stata Treasury. :

' : . consequently, it is the . opinion or this aepartment
_that the Poard of Dsntal Exuminers cannot accept advance paye
nents of dental registrotion fees in lleu of future annmusl
regir Tetrations under Article 4550a, Vernon'a Chril Btatutes
. O emc .

?ruati.ng that th.'us answera your 1nquiry, ‘we are
‘ ) . 'f ery truly yours
| | L f A‘I’TORNEY GEERAL OF mas |
R o - B. Desn Moorhead -
3 - Ass'i.stant
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